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 Indus River Valley (2500-1500 BC)Government, Economy, and Religion of the Indus River Valley (2500-1500 BC).

Because scholars are unable to translate early Indian writings, scholars do not know exactly how the Indus Valley cities were governed.  No palaces where monarchs or ruling priests might have lived have been found in the ruins of Indian cities.  Nonetheless, scholars believed that like the Sumerian and Egyptian governments, this civilization developing under a strong centralized government.  Only under such an influence could the people have build their beautifully planned cities and efficient irrigation systems.


The economies of the early river civilizations were all primarily based on agriculture.  If crops failed for an extended period of time, the civilizatio[image: image7.jpg]
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ns collapsed.  The surpluses of food made possible by farming allowed some people to specialize or do only one kind of work.  Some people devoted all their time to making such goods as cloth, pottery, and jewelry.  Others became merchants and traded surplus food and goods for items not available in their area.  Eventually, craftwork and trade became as important as agriculture. 

Archaeologists believe that the people of the Indus Valley were polytheistic, believing in many gods and goddesses.  They may have worshipped a nature goddess. Scholars are also fairly sure that the early Indians performed bathing ceremonies.  They have found the remains of a great public bathing pool in a large building on top of a high mound in Mohenjo Daro.  Indus River Valley Contributions (2500- 1500 BC)

As populations increased in the Indus River Valley, two great cities emerged: Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro.  The two cities were very similar, although they were located roughly a 1,000 miles apart from one another.  Archeologists were surprised to find streets that intersected perfectly and houses that had bathrooms with drainage systems.  Both cities were laid out in a grid-like pattern, and each city was dominated by a structure built on a hill, known as a Citadel, most likely a fortress or a temple.  

Indus Valley people had a written language called Sanskrit, however scholars have been unable to decipher it.  This had lead to much trouble in fully understanding life in the Indus River Valley societies.  However, archaeologists have discovered clues, such as advanced plumbing and drainage systems.  Sewers under the streets carried off waste and water.  Many homes had indoor bathrooms, connected to a public sewage system by underground pipes.  Wheels had also been invented for transportation.  
The Indian subcontinent is a large, wedge-shaped peninsula that extends southwards into the Indian Ocean.





Hot, dry climate.





Surrounded  in the north and northwest by huge mountains (the Himalayas), which often limited contact with other cultures. 





Winds called monsoons bring rain every summer.  India depended on monsoons to grow crops.

















Indus River





While the Indus Valley brought water and rich soil to the area, it did not flood regularly, and sometimes it flooded with such force that it destroyed farmlands and parts of the city.  The people of the Indus Valley had to dig irrigation ditches and build floor barriers. 





People of the Indus Valley were farmers, herders, and traders.  They grew and traded such major crops as wheat and barley.  Countless clay toys that were unearthed seem to indicate that the making of toys was an important industry.  





Because scholars cannot yet understand the writing of the Indus Valley people, no one knows what their class structure was actually like.  Scholars have no idea what life was like for women, although some evidence suggests their society may have been matriarchal.  





Ruins of the Great Bath used for religious purposes.





A map of Mohenjo-Daro, a centrally planned city in the Indus River Valley.









